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of Calamagrostis-type grasses. When the shade-loving shrub layer develops, 
in addition, these grasses seem to be replaced by conifer seedlings of Abies 
and Picea. Moss layer is scattered in the first stage of the succession, but 
later it grows well and Hylocomium splendens and Pleurozium shreberi become 
the dominant species as in the subalpine coniferous forests. The Betula 
ermani thicket in this stage has the characteristic feature of the association 
Betuletum ermani Suz.-Tok. et al. Consequently the class Betulo-Ranun- 
culetea Ohba is considered to be represented by the period 1. In contrast, 
the order Betuletalia ermani Nakano et Suz.-Tok. agrees well with the 
period 2. Therefore, most of Betula ermani thickets in subalpine zones are 
considered to belong to the association Betuletum ermani Suz.-Tok. et al. 
However, Betula ermani thicket with the tall herbaceous communities may 
be regarded as a subunit of the association Ranunculo-Trollietum japonici 
or as a facies of it. 
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